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OTHER
UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS

REGION EVENTS

Stay tuned for emails
regarding any upcoming
events!

July 18™: Scopes Monkey
Trial - Dayton, TN.

July 18™: Autos Through the
Ages - Townsend, TN.

August 29™ tour of Daisy

Town, Tennessee.

See page 5 for

full list of events

UPCOMING NATIONAL EVENTS

July 22-26 - 2026 Central Spring Nationals - Green Bay, WI.

August 19-22 - 2026 Brand Nationals/Zenith - Allentown, PA.

September 9-14 - 2026 Founders Tour - Williamsburg, VA

September 20-26 - 2026 8™ AAA Glidden Tour (AACA) - Dover, DE.

Check out full 2026
Calendar on page 16




By RG Lewallen, President

PRESIDENTIAL PARTINGS

By Rick Lay, National Liaison

Well summer is here and it has started out as a
scorcher! I hope everyone is staying safe in this
heat. We have really had a busy June with our
National Fall meet that we hosted and what a
success it was. I want to thank everyone that was
involved in this meet. It never could have happened
without everyone’s involvement. I count it an honor
and privilege to be involved with you all in our
region!

July is a busy month as our region is hosting three
events this month. First will be our Volunteer
Region membership appreciation lunch next
weekend at Melton Lake park in Oak Ridge. I think
at last count we have over 50 planning on
attending. The following weekRend we have two
events going on. We have the Scopes Trial re-
enactment in Dayton, hosted by Brad & Beth Harris
as well as the Autos through the ages at Townsend
hosted by Ken & Jean Lund.

This is an excellent time to be out driving our
vehicles and enjoying the camaraderie with friends
and fellow car hobbuyist. I am happy to share that
our region has continued to grow with the addition
of 5 families to our region this past month. These are
Daniel Chambers, Robert & Sandra Wagner, Mike
Rochford, Bo Croley, and Lloyd & Michelle
Knevelbaard.

As we pause and reflect on our nations 250th
birthday I hope each of you have a happy and safe
celebration. We live in the best country in the world
and I feel blessed to be an American!

NATIONAL ACTIVITIES

It is hard to believe that half the AACA year has
passed, but... that said, there is plenty going on
between now and the end of the year! Coming up at
the end of this month, July 23-25, is the AACA
Central Division Spring Nationals in Green Bay, WI.
As of today, there are 90 vehicles registered. Then,
during the first part of next month, August 5-8,
some 60 vehicles will be making their way to Flat
Rock, NC for the Southeastern Divisional Tour.
August 19-22 will be the Annual Grand Nationals
and Zenith Awards in Allentown, PA, where we will
be hosted by the NB Center. We had a maximum at
the NB Center of 500 vehicles, and the Annual
Grand Nationals are already sold out with 515
vehicles registered! Founders Tour will be
September 9-14, followed by the Revival AAA
Glidden Tour, hosted in the even years by AACA
and in the odd years by the VMCCA. The 5-day tour
this year will be in the Dover, Delaware area and is

for vehicles 1943 and earlier. Finally, the year will
wind up at Hershey October 6-9.




By RG Lewallen

VILLAGES
AT FARAGUT

Ken Lund recently suggested we support an event
at the Villages at Farragut for an upcoming event
they have every year before Father’s Day. We
made the trip to Farragut, and what an opportunity
we had to give back to people with our antique
vehicles. The residents there were happy that we
had participated, and several of them had stories
about some of the vehicles that they had owned.
While we only had three vehicles from our region,
the Model A club had about 6 vehicles. All in all, it
was a great event. This is a great example of one
way that we can give back to the community and,
through our vehicles, bring back some fond
memories and happiness to the residents. Thank
you, Ken, for putting this together.

THE VOLUNTEER REGION
AACA 2026 SCHEDULED
MONTHLY TOURS

FEBRUARY 21ST: Tour of UT sports facilities.
Calhoun’s for lunch.
Host: Kenny and Terry Widener

MARCH 28th: Cartersville, GA National Meet
Host: Jan & Roger Frazee, Jean & Ken Lund

APRIL 10-11th: Granville TN, Mayberry/Lucy (1 or
2 day event)
Host: Beth and Brad Harris

MAY 2ND: Tour Oak Ridge Museums. K-25 and Oak
Ridge History Museum. Lunch at Big Ed’s.
Host: Beverly and Robbie Gray

JUNE 11-13TH: Southeaster Fall Nationals, Oak
Ridge TN

JULY 18TH: Scopes Monkey Trial, Dayton TN
Host: Beth-and Brad Harris

Autos Through the Ages, Townsend TN
Host: Ken & Jen Lund

AUGUST 29TH: Tour of DaisyTown, TN
Host: Debbie and Jimmie Hixson

SEPTEMBER 12TH: Rick Lay Athens garage tour.
Host: Jordan and Rick Lay

OCTOBER 17TH: Cumberland Gap Tour. Rose gas
station. National AirStream, Middlesboro Cruise-in.
Hosts: Cindy & Scott Hill, Debbie & Keith Bullen

NOVEMBER: Annual Business Meeting

DECEMBER: Volunteer Region Christmas Party to
be held at Museum of Appalachia.



By Rick Lay

INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA
HOME OF JIMMY STEWART!

The AACA Eastern Division Spring Nationals were May
28th through May 30th in Indiana, PA - a town of some
14,000 people about an hour east of Pittsburgh and... the
home of Jimmy Stewart. Jordan and I made the journey up
there - and got into Indiana about 4:00 PM Thursday -
just in time to get checked in and drive downtown to the
Jimmy Stewart Museum, where we boarded a bus to see
where Jimmy grew up! We went to see Jimmy’s boyhood
(until age 7) home - or rather where his boyhood home
“used” to be... as it burned some years ago and is now a
parking lot. But the original steps up to the Stewart front
porch are still there - complete with plaque! The next stop
was the Stewart's next home on “Vinegar Hill” - a pretty
“posh” neighborhood of large two-story houses
overlooking downtown Indiana. We could even see the
Stewart'’s church from there - the Presbyterian church
where Jimmy attended and his father, Alex, sang in the
church choir. We went by the place where the Stewart
Hardware store used to be - but sadly, it is gone also. All
that is left is the stone sign that was part of the building
reading: “Stewart Hardware.” Our last stop was “Jimmy
Stewart Airport” where Jimmy’s own plane, A Cessna 310-
H from 1961, is on a huge pedestal display in front of the
facility. As you may know, Jimmy flew bombers during
WWII and loved aviation. He remained in the Air Force
Reserve after the war and rose to the rank of Brigadier
General He said that if acting hadn’t worked out, he would
have been a commercial pilot, as he loved aviation that
much. Jimmy's 310-H at the airport is well documented as
being the plane he and his wife Gloria plus their two
daughters used to fly back home to “see the folks” when
they were living in California. After Jimmy won the
Academy Award in 1940 for The Philadelphia Story, his
dad, Alex, called him in the wee hours the next morning
and told Jimmy that he heard on the news he had won
some big award.

Then he told Jimmy to box it up and send it to him - he
wanted to put it in the hardware store window. Jimmy did
as his dad wanted and his Oscar remained in the store
window for the next two years! Back at the museum after
the bus tour, we were treated to food and drink and
toured the exhibits and... watched a brief documentary in
the museum theater about the upcoming release of Jimmy
- a movie about Jimmy’s time flying in World War I and
his return and adjustment back to civilian life as he made
his first post-war film with Director Frank Capra - It’s a
Wonderful Life. The movie stars KJ Apa as Jimmy Stewart
and is due for release November 6th. The taxi that
appears in [t's a Wonderful Life was on display in front of
the museum courtesy of the NB Center (where it is
housed) in Allentown, PA - the site of this year’s Annual
Grand Nationals in August Nicola Bulgari - of
international jewelry fame - is the founder of the NB
Center. There were 273 vehicles on the show field at
Indiana on Saturday, and it was one of those “chamber of
commerce” type days with cooler weather and plenty of
sunshine as we all enjoyed the day’s activities!

Entrance to the Jimmy Stewart Museum

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




TRIP TO INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA

Jimmie Stewart’s 1961 Cessna 310-H




By Roger Frazee

NATIONALS AT OAK RIDGE

Preparation for the Southeastern Fall Nationals began
months before the Volunteer Region received it's charter
from the AACA. And the work continued until the last
tablecloth was removed from the tables, following the
closing night awards banquet.

The attitude among the members of the club was more
than a "can-do" spirit. It was the "what can we do?"
enthusiasm that prevailed throughout the 11 months of
brainstorming, planning and hard work that led to the
success of the region's first national event.

Along the way, new friends were made and old friendships
were strengthened as the members of the Volunteer
Region worked together as a team with a single goal in
mind: to make the meet a success.

Nearly 150 cars from states as far away as Iowa and Texas
converged on the "Secret City" of Oak Ridge, Tennessee to
participate in a celebration of patriotism, our nation's 250th
birthday, and beautiful automobiles.

The three-day event kicked off with a bus tour of sites that
were significant to the Manhattan Project. The three-hour
tour was narrated by Oak Ridge's official historian, D. Ray
Smith. After returning back to the hotel at the end of the
day, the consensus was that the tour was fantastic, but just
not long enough. As P.T. Barnum said "always leave them
wanting for more."

On day two of the event, members participated in the
National Judging School, as well as a Members Roundtable

where ideas were exchanged on ways to improve and
enhance the old car hobby.

The evening's activity was an ice-cream social that
featured music by the J-@5 Jazz Quartet and a
presentation by the Smoky Mountain Service Dogs
organization. The social was scheduled to be held at the
picturesque Melton Lake Park, but threatening weather
forced the event to be relocated to the Double Tree Hotel

The hotel accommodated the last-minute change in plans
by opening up both the lobby and the pool area for guests
to enjoy.

Weather cleared on the third day, just in time for the
antique automobiles to be placed on display in Oak Ridge's
AK Bissell Park. Cars began to file in at 700 AM, as
members of the Volunteer Region guided the cars to their
specific parking spots on the show field. Positioning

the cars on the field was accomplished by Field Marshall R
G Lewallen and a team of trained and organized
volunteers.

National AACA president Vicky Bolton presented dash
plaques to each driver and West Peterson, editor of the
Antique Automobile, snapped pictures of each car as it
proceeded along the park's gravel path.

While the cars were arriving, a force of more than 90
judges met over breakfast and divided" themselves into
teams of five each in order to give each car a fair and
thorough evaluation. There efforts were coordinated by
Chief Judge Rick Lay. Several region members served as
judges, including Rick Lay, Dawn Lay, Jordan Lay, Robbie
Gray, Paul Darling, Tom Howard, and R G Lewallen.

Later that morning, AACA Executive Director, Steve
Moskowitz provided the Owners' Orientation, which is
geared toward first-time exhibitors. The Owners'
Orientation is held at every national meet and is usually
conducted by VP of National Awards Rick Lay. However,
Rick was pre-occupied with his duties as Chief Judge
during the event.

At 11:00 AM, judging began and was Ricked off by the
presentation of the nation's colors by the Oak Ridge High
School Jr. NROTC corps, followed by the National Anthem,
which was beautifully sung by Volunteer Region member
Beth Harris.



By Roger Frazee

CONTINUED

As the judges conducted their rounds and the day
progressed, members of the Volunteer Region made sure
the needs of our guests were served by providing
complimentary water, shuttling people to and from the air-
conditioned Conference Center, as well as offering AACA
merchandise for sale on the show field. First Aid services
were available on-site by Nurse Stephanie Lewallen.

Drivers were dismissed at 3:00 PM as the owners
returned their cherished antique cars to their trailers or
their parking spots at the hotel There was just enough
time for everyone to shower and clean up in preparation
for the evening's Awards Banquet.

The dinner, held in the Oak Ridge Conference Center, was
a Tennessee-style barbecue. The red, white, and blue table
decorations and a scattering of Moon Pies throughout the
room added to the patriotic vibe that permeated the event.

After a few brief welcoming remarks by Club President R
G Lewallen, AACA President Vicki Bolton and Explore Oak
Ridge President Katy Watt, the awards presentation
began.

President Bolton presented the Volunteer Region with an
award of appreciation for hosting the Nationals.

Meet Chairman Roger Frazee accepted the award on
behalf of all members of the club.

At the end of the evening, dozens of awards were
presented to vehicle owners, many of whom will use their
newly-earned award status to advance to the nextlevel of
AACA certification.

As the books are closed on the 2026 Southeastern Fall
Nationals, it is clear that the event could not have been
accomplished without the hard work and enthusiasm of
the members of the Volunteer Region. Nearly every
member of the club served in multiple capacities before,
during and after the event. All deserve a special thanks for
their hours of planning and execution of the meet.

In addition to the club volunteers, a special thanks goes out
to the people of Oak Ridge, including Doubletree by Hilton,
Explore Oak Ridge, Oak Ridge High School, Oak Ridge
Recreation and Parks, ORAU, Roane State Community
College, and the Oak Ridge Police Department. The
Volunteer Region is grateful for the assistance of
everyone who contributed to the success of this national
antique automobile event.
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Members of the Oak Ridge High School Jr. NROTC present the colors prior to Beth Harris's rendition of the National Anthem.

Cars on the show field
ranged in age from 25

years to 116 years old.

AACA guests gather
around a replica of
"Little Boy," the world's
— first atomic bomb.
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By Rick Lay

MY START IN THE OLD CAR HOBBY

I really cannot remember a time when I'was not interested

in old cars. My earliest memories are of my father's 1956
Buick and then the 1959 Oldsmobile (pictured). My
grandfather had a 1956 Studebaker President sedan, for
which I also have fond memories. Nobody else in the family
had an interest in antique vehicles - just me. I remember
that after church on Sundays, I would bug my father into
making the rounds of all the used car lots (especially the
back rows) and/or a trip to White’s Junk Yard. I was always
thrilled to find cars of the 40’s and early 50’s on the back
rows - and [ was always fascinated with those Cadillac
sedans of the early and mid-fifties, which I referred to as
the “fat ones.”

A trip to White’s Junk Yard was the ultimate thrill, as there
was quite the variety of vehicles - some going back to the
1930's. Maxwell white, the proprietor, used to say that
“Ricky” hnew his inventory better than he did. In the
middle of a virtual “sea” of vehicles was Max’s little one-
room house with a wooden plank scale in front of it (for
weighing the cars and other loads of metal). He also had a
litle shed down the path between vehicles that contained
the metal cutter - I remember my father demonstrating its
use one Sunday by cutting up a piece of stainless side trim
into litle 6-inch pieces. I now think back to how valuable
those pristine trim items would be to fellow hobbyists
today!

Being in real estate, my father would always be bringing
something home that he had taken in on a land trade.
There was a *49 Studebaker pickup, a 1954 Chevrolet Bel
Air sedan, a 1959 Ford 9-passenger wagon, and a 1960
Desoto sedan (that was my favorite).

L, of course, remember visiting the Smoky Mountain Car
Museum in Pigeon Forge in the early 60’s and also Bellm’s
Cars and Music of Yesterday in Sarasota, FL. I still have the
individual auto postcards I collected from both museums.

About the time I was 9 years old, Jim Adams (the local
Buick and Oldsmobile dealer) took in, as a partial trade-in,
a 1923 Buick Touring car. It was 1964, and one afternoon
my father and I were at the dealership, and Jim said,
“Ricky, you want to ride in the Buick?” It probably took me
less than 5 seconds to be in the seat, and off I went with Jim
down Madison Avenue and around the McMinn County
Courthouse and back out to the dealership. What a ride!
This was my first ride in a “really” old car. Jim kept the
Buick in his showroom until his death and the closing of the
business. I later co-owned the car with an AACA friend.

In1969, the Glidden Tour passed through Athens, and their
lunch stop was the campus of Tennessee Wesleyan
College. I remember that day as clearly as if it were
yesterday. Long-time ETR member Ray Campbell (who
operated the Athens Dry Cleaners) had alerted me to the
coming day, and I counted down the days unti the tour
came through. Knowing how I felt about old cars, my
father came to Athens Jr. High and took me out of school so
that I could be at the college when the cars began arriving.
What a Dad! I' was in heaven! Never before had I seen such
cars - Pierce Arrow, Stutz, Cord - names I had only heard
about - and some I'had never heard of! This served to only
fuel the fire further.
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By Rick Lay

MY START IN THE OLD CAR HOBBY

Until graduation from Tennessee Wesleyan College (now
University) in 1978, all I could do was dream about and
admire antique cars belonging to others. By 1982, I had
enough money saved to buy a 1963 Lincoln Continental 4-
door convertible that I saw at a Kruse Auction in Atlanta. I
had ridden down with someone, and I drove the Lincoln
back home (with working air conditioning). I had to keep
the car in a mini-storage facility and finally agreed to sell
the car after a couple of years to fellow AACA member
Jerry Smith. After the Lincoln, I got into Corvettes with a
1964 and a 1968 model - a nice used model could still be
bought in 1983 for $ 5,000 to $ 6,000! After the Corvette
craze, I had the 1971 Lincoln Mark Il craze with two
examples of those. In 1984 I bought a 1949 23rd Series
Packard that I was painting and re-chroming.

Later that year, I bought a 1955 Cadillac Series 75 division
window limousine by Derham. It was also in July of 1984
that I attended my first-ever Kaiser-Frazer National
Convention in Pigeon Forge, TN. After that, I was never
the same and owned multiple KF products over the next
40-plus years. I still have the 1954 Kaiser Darrin sports car
that I bought in 1993. Other cars include an AACA Repeat
DPC 1971 Mustang Convertible that Dawne and I got in
1996 and tookR on several AACA tours. And there is also
Jordan’s 1929 Jordan convertible coupe and our 1998
Mercury Grand Marquis, which is an AACA Repeat Senior
Original. Like everyone else, I wish I still had some of the
cars I once owned and sold.

Ricky in May 1960 with the 1959 Oldsmobile
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VOLUNTEER REGION AACA
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

SHONEY’S IN POWELL, TN
MAY 7, 2026

OFFICERS

President: RG Lewallen, Present

Vice President: Ken Lund, Present
Secretary: Debbie Hixon, Excused Absence
Treasurer: Tom Howard, Present

Past President: None

BOARD

Director: Jordan Lay, Present

Director: Ben Curtis, Present

Director: Herb Thomas, Present
Director: Keith Pierce, Excused Absence

GUESTS

Sherry Lewallen

Roger Frazee

Jan Frazee

Susan Thomas

Rick Lay, National AACA Liason

CALL TO ORDER

Volunteer Region President, RG Lewallen,
called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Officers, Board Members, and guests were
present as listed above.

MINUTES OF
PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the previous board meeting
were previously presented to each officer
and board member. No changes or additions
were recommended. Herb Thomas made a
motion to accept these minutes as presented.
Ben Curtis seconded the motion. None
opposed. The motion carried.

MONTHLY TOUR REPORT

Ken Lund gave an update on the monthly
tours. The April tour to Granville, TN was a
great event. Thanks to Brad and Beth Harris
for hosting. The May event was to the
museums in Oak Ridge. We had 25 members
who toured the Oak Ridge History Museum,
had lunch at Big Ed’s Pizza, and then toured
the K-25 History Center. Thanks to Robbie
and Beverly Gray for hosting this tour.

The tour for June 11-13 will be the Volunteer
Region Southeastern Fall Nationals in Oak
Ridge, TN.

The tour for July will be hosted by Brad and
Beth Harris on July 18. The group will meet at
Kroger’s in Oak Ridge and travel to Dayton,
TN for the Scopes Monkey Trial. Ken stated
he will send out a notice for those in our
region who are interested in attending Autos
through the Ages on the same date.
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MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED

Ken mentioned he had been contacted by the
Villages at Farragut Senior Living Facility to
see if we could bring our cars and participate
in a celebration in conjunction with Father’s
Day on Thursday, June 18. After a discussion,
Tom Howard made a motion to add this
event, and Herb Thomas seconded the
motion. None opposed, and the motion
carried. Ken will send a notice to our
membership. Roger stated he would also post
the event on the webpage.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer, Tom Howard, presented the
current financial report. A copy of the
financial report was given to each member
present and is also on file. A motion was
made by Ben Curtis to accept the treasurer's
report as presented. Herb Thomas seconded
this motion. None opposed. The motion
carried.

WEBMASTER REPORT

Roger Frazee gave a report on the webpage.
He stated he has added a couple extra items
to the webpage. There is now a section with
newsletter archives. Also added is a section
for each activity the region has done, with
one picture and a paragraph describing the
event.

For the wupcoming Southeastern Fall
Nationals, there will be a QR Code in the tour
booR that can be scanned for updates of any
changes that are weather-related. The
participants could scan the code and see
immediate weather conditions. In the event
of venue changes or relocation of the Ice
Cream Social, it would be easily accessible.

SOCIAL MEDIA AND
NEWSLETTER UPDATE

Jordan Lay reported the newsletter, Beyond
the Limit, will be available this weekend.

NATIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT

Rick Lay gave an update on national events.
He stated there have been a lot of activities
so far in the National AACA. He and his
family attended the Nationals in Puerto Rico.
Next, they traveled to Las Vegas for a dual
meet with a Nationals and Grand Nationals
back-to-back on Friday and Saturday. Next
up is a meet in May in Indiana, Pennsylvania,
for the Spring Nationals, where there will be
275 vehicles. Coming up in June will be our
own Southeastern Fall Nationals June 11-13.
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MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED

SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL
FALL MEET UPDATE

Roger Frazee reported that registrations
continue to come in, with 87 vehicles
registered to date. He is continuing to work
on a rain contingency plan. He stated that
financially we are in good shape and
everything seems to be going fine. Tom
Howard reported there are 17 states
represented so far coming to the meet. He
also mentioned he has 6 more registrations to
process.

Roger mentioned the Smoky Mountain
Service Dogs, a non-profit organization that
provides custom-trained mobility assistance
dogs to severely wounded veterans and first
responders at no cost, will be providing a
presentation on Friday night after the Ice
Cream Social. Ken Lund made a motion to
give a donation to the group from the
Volunteer Region general treasury. Tom
Howard seconded and none opposed. Herb
Thomas made a motion to give the
organization $200. Ben Curtis seconded the

motion and the motion carried.

RG expressed appreciation to Roger, Jan,
Tom, and RicR for all their work on the meet.

NEW BUSINESS

RG stated that our region is starting to
accumulate items i.e., radios, road signs,
banners, etc. Kenny Widener has agreed to
allow us to Reep all items in his warehouse on
Clinton Highway at no charge. Ben Curtis
made a motion to Reep items at the
warehouse; Herb Thomas seconded, none
opposed.

RG mentioned the idea of having a Volunteer
Region celebration after the Fall meet in Oak
Ridge to
everyone’s hard work. Rick Lay suggested

show our appreciation for
also inviting those within a 50-mile radius
who show their vehicle on Saturday. It was
should invite
dignitaries from Oak Ridge who helped us

also suggested that we
with the meet. Herb Thomas made a motion to
proceed with plans for the celebration not to
exceed $21 per person. Ben Curtis seconded,
and the motion carried.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

The next board meeting will be Thursday,
July 2, 2026, at Shoney’s in Lenoir City, TN,
at 6:30 pm.

ADJOURN

A motion was made to adjourn the Board
Meeting at 8:00 pm by Ben Curtis. Tom
Howard seconded the motion. None opposed.
The motion carried.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

SHERRY LEWALLEN FOR

DEBBIE HIXSON, SECRETARY
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2026 AACA NATIONAL ACTIVITIES

2026 Annual Convention
February 5-7 = Chantilly, VA
Steve Rossi, sldmrossi@aol.com

2026 Special Nationals
March 19-21 = Guaynabo, PR
Jose Davila, guillodavila57@gmail.com

2026 Winter Nationals
March 26-28 = Cartersville, GA
Kraig Bolus, Rbolus3@gmail.com

2026 Southern Spring Nationals
April 9-11 = Charlotte, NC
Phillip Cole, pcole@wnccumc.net

2026 Western Spring Nationals/Grand Nationals
April 23-25 = Las Vegas, NV
Micael Fecchino, chevyfordply@gmail.com

2026 Eastern Spring Nationals
May 28-30 = Indiana, PA

Paul Colligan, thefarmrv(@windstream.net

2026 Southeastern Fall Nationals
June 11013 = Oak Ridge, TN
Roger Frazee, rkfrazee@gmailmcom

2026 Sentimental Tour
June 15-19 = Mechanicsburg, PA
Don Barlup, pullmani914@aol.com

2026 Central Spring Nationals
July 23-25 = Green Bay, WI
Russ Walker, rusellwalker@aol.com

2026 Grand Nationals/Zenith
Auqgust 19-22 = Allentown, PA
Steve Moskowitz, aacal@aaca.org

2026 Founders Tour
September 9-14 = Williamsburg, VA

Scott Dayton, smdayton40@gmail.com

2026 80" Revival AAA Glidden Tour (AACA)

September 20-26 = Dover, DE

Dave Anspach, aacadavel054@yahoo.com

2026 EasternFall Nationals
October 6-9 = Hershey, PA

Bonnie KulikowsRi, bonnieshepp1925@gmail.com
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	It is hard to believe that half the AACA year has passed, but… that said, there is plenty going on between now and the end of the year! Coming up at the end of this month, July 23-25, is the AACA Central Division Spring Nationals in Green Bay, WI. As of today, there are 90 vehicles registered. Then, during the first part of next month, August 5-8, some 60 vehicles will be making their way to Flat Rock, NC for the Southeastern Divisional Tour. August 19-22 will be the Annual Grand Nationals and Zenith Awards in Allentown, PA, where we will be hosted by the NB Center. We had a maximum at the NB Center of 500 vehicles, and the Annual Grand Nationals are already sold out with 515 vehicles registered! Founders Tour will be September 9-14, followed by the Revival AAA Glidden Tour, hosted in the even years by AACA and in the odd years by the VMCCA. The 5-day tour this year will be in the Dover, Delaware area and is for vehicles 1943 and earlier. Finally, the year will wind up at Hershey October 6-9.

	VILLAGES  AT FARAGUT
	Ken Lund recently suggested we support an event at the Villages at Farragut for an upcoming event they have every year before Father’s Day. We made the trip to Farragut, and what an opportunity we had to give back to people with our antique vehicles. The residents there were happy that we had participated, and several of them had stories about some of the vehicles that they had owned. While we only had three vehicles from our region, the Model A club had about 6 vehicles. All in all, it was a great event. This is a great example of one way that we can give back to the community and, through our vehicles, bring back some fond memories and happiness to the residents. Thank you, Ken, for putting this together.

	THE VOLUNTEER REGION AACA 2026 SCHEDULED  MONTHLY TOURS
	FEBRUARY 21ST:  Tour of UT sports facilities. Calhoun’s for lunch.  Host: Kenny and Terry Widener
	MARCH 28th:   Cartersville, GA National Meet  Host: Jan & Roger Frazee, Jean & Ken Lund
	APRIL 10-11th:   Granville TN, Mayberry/Lucy (1 or 2 day event)  Host: Beth and Brad Harris
	MAY 2ND: Tour Oak Ridge Museums. K-25 and Oak Ridge History Museum. Lunch at Big Ed’s.  Host: Beverly and Robbie Gray
	JUNE 11-13TH:  Southeaster Fall Nationals, Oak Ridge TN
	JULY 18TH:  Scopes Monkey Trial, Dayton TN  Host: Beth and Brad Harris
	Autos Through the Ages, Townsend TN  Host: Ken & Jen Lund
	AUGUST 29TH: Tour of DaisyTown, TN  Host: Debbie and Jimmie Hixson
	SEPTEMBER 12TH:  Rick Lay Athens garage tour.  Host: Jordan and Rick Lay
	OCTOBER 17TH:  Cumberland Gap Tour. Rose gas station. National AirStream, Middlesboro Cruise-in.  Hosts: Cindy & Scott Hill, Debbie & Keith Bullen
	NOVEMBER: Annual Business Meeting
	DECEMBER:  Volunteer Region Christmas Party to be held at Museum of Appalachia.

	INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA HOME OF JIMMY STEWART!
	The AACA Eastern Division Spring Nationals were May 28th through May 30th in Indiana, PA – a town of some 14,000 people about an hour east of Pittsburgh and… the home of Jimmy Stewart. Jordan and I made the journey up there – and got into Indiana about 4:00 PM Thursday – just in time to get checked in and drive downtown to the Jimmy Stewart Museum, where we boarded a bus to see where Jimmy grew up! We went to see Jimmy’s boyhood (until age 7) home – or rather where his boyhood home “used” to be… as it burned some years ago and is now a parking lot. But the original steps up to the Stewart front porch are still there – complete with plaque! The next stop was the Stewart’s next home on “Vinegar Hill” – a pretty “posh” neighborhood of large two-story houses overlooking downtown Indiana. We could even see the Stewart’s church from there – the Presbyterian church where Jimmy attended and his father, Alex, sang in the church choir. We went by the place where the Stewart Hardware store used to be – but sadly, it is gone also. All that is left is the stone sign that was part of the building reading: “Stewart Hardware.” Our last stop was “Jimmy Stewart Airport” where Jimmy’s own plane, A Cessna 310-H from 1961, is on a huge pedestal display in front of the facility. As you may know, Jimmy flew bombers during WWII and loved aviation. He remained in the Air Force Reserve after the war and rose to the rank of Brigadier General. He said that if acting hadn’t worked out, he would have been a commercial pilot, as he loved aviation that much. Jimmy’s 310-H at the airport is well documented as being the plane he and his wife Gloria plus their two daughters used to fly back home to “see the folks” when they were living in California. After Jimmy won the Academy Award in 1940 for The Philadelphia Story, his dad, Alex, called him in the wee hours the next morning and told Jimmy that he heard on the news he had won some big award.
	Then he told Jimmy to box it up and send it to him – he wanted to put it in the hardware store window. Jimmy did as his dad wanted and his Oscar remained in the store window for the next two years! Back at the museum after the bus tour, we were treated to food and drink and toured the exhibits and… watched a brief documentary in the museum theater about the upcoming release of Jimmy -  a movie about Jimmy’s time flying in World War II and his return and adjustment back to civilian life as he made his first post-war film with Director Frank Capra – It’s a Wonderful Life. The movie stars K.J Apa as Jimmy Stewart and is due for release November 6th. The taxi that appears in It’s a Wonderful Life was on display in front of the museum courtesy of the NB Center (where it is housed) in Allentown, PA – the site of this year’s Annual Grand Nationals in August. Nicola Bulgari – of international jewelry fame – is the founder of the NB Center. There were 273 vehicles on the show field at Indiana on Saturday, and it was one of those “chamber of commerce” type days with cooler weather and plenty of sunshine as we all enjoyed the day’s activities!
	Entrance to the Jimmy Stewart Museum
	CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

	TRIP TO INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA
	NATIONALS AT OAK RIDGE
	Preparation for the Southeastern Fall Nationals began months before the Volunteer Region received it's charter from the AACA. And the work continued until the last tablecloth was removed from the tables, following the closing night awards banquet.
	The attitude among the members of the club was more than a "can-do" spirit. It was the "what can we do?" enthusiasm that prevailed throughout the 11 months of brainstorming, planning and hard work that led to the success of the region's first national event.
	Along the way, new friends were made and old friendships were strengthened as the members of the Volunteer Region worked together as a team with a single goal in mind: to make the meet a success.
	Nearly 150 cars from states as far away as Iowa and Texas converged on the "Secret City" of Oak Ridge, Tennessee to participate in a celebration of patriotism, our nation's 250th birthday, and beautiful automobiles.
	The three-day event kicked off with a bus tour of sites that were significant to the Manhattan Project. The three-hour tour was narrated by Oak Ridge's official historian, D. Ray Smith. After returning back to the hotel at the end of the day, the consensus was that the tour was fantastic, but just not long enough. As P.T. Barnum said "always leave them wanting for more."
	On day two of the event, members participated in the National Judging School, as well as a Members Roundtable where ideas were exchanged on ways to improve and enhance the old car hobby.
	The evening's activity was an ice-cream social that featured music by the J-25 Jazz Quartet and a presentation by the Smoky Mountain Service Dogs organization. The social was scheduled to be held at the picturesque Melton Lake Park, but threatening weather forced the event to be relocated to the Double Tree Hotel.
	The hotel accommodated the last-minute change in plans by opening up both the lobby and the pool area for guests to enjoy.
	Weather cleared on the third day, just in time for the antique automobiles to be placed on display in Oak Ridge's AK Bissell Park. Cars began to file in at 7:00 AM, as members of the Volunteer Region guided the cars to their specific parking spots on the show field. Positioning  the cars on the field was accomplished by Field Marshall R G Lewallen and a team of trained and organized volunteers.
	National AACA president Vicky Bolton presented dash plaques to each driver and West Peterson, editor of the Antique Automobile, snapped pictures of each car as it proceeded along the park's gravel path.
	While the cars were arriving, a force of more than 90 judges met over breakfast and divided themselves into teams of five each in order to give each car a fair and thorough evaluation.  There efforts were coordinated by Chief Judge Rick Lay.  Several region members served as judges, including Rick Lay, Dawn Lay, Jordan Lay, Robbie Gray, Paul Darling, Tom Howard, and R G Lewallen.
	Later that morning, AACA Executive Director, Steve Moskowitz provided the Owners' Orientation, which is geared toward first-time exhibitors. The Owners' Orientation is held at every national meet and is usually conducted by VP of National Awards Rick Lay. However, Rick was pre-occupied with his duties as Chief Judge during the event.
	At 11:00 AM, judging began and was kicked off by the presentation of the nation's colors by the Oak Ridge High School Jr. NROTC corps, followed by the National Anthem, which was beautifully sung by Volunteer Region member Beth Harris.

	CONTINUED
	As the judges conducted their rounds and the day progressed, members of the Volunteer Region made sure the needs of our guests were served by providing complimentary water, shuttling people to and from the air-conditioned Conference Center, as well as offering AACA merchandise for sale on the show field. First Aid services were available on-site by Nurse Stephanie Lewallen.
	Drivers were dismissed at 3:00 PM as the owners returned their cherished antique cars to their trailers or their parking spots at the hotel. There was just enough time for everyone to shower and clean up in preparation for the evening's Awards Banquet.
	The dinner, held in the Oak Ridge Conference Center, was a Tennessee-style barbecue. The red, white, and blue table decorations and a scattering of Moon Pies throughout the room added to the patriotic vibe that permeated the event.
	After a few brief welcoming remarks by Club President R G Lewallen, AACA President Vicki Bolton and Explore Oak Ridge President Katy Watt, the awards presentation began.
	President Bolton presented the Volunteer Region with an award of appreciation for hosting the Nationals.
	Meet Chairman Roger Frazee accepted the award on behalf of all members of the club.
	At the end of the evening, dozens of awards were presented to vehicle owners, many of whom will use their newly-earned award status to advance to the next level of AACA certification.
	As the books are closed on the 2026 Southeastern Fall Nationals, it is clear that the event could not have been accomplished without the hard work and enthusiasm of the members of the Volunteer Region. Nearly every member of the club served in multiple capacities before, during and after the event. All deserve a special thanks for their hours of planning and execution of the meet.
	In addition to the club volunteers, a special thanks goes out to the people of Oak Ridge, including Doubletree by Hilton, Explore Oak Ridge, Oak Ridge High School, Oak Ridge Recreation and Parks, ORAU, Roane State Community College, and the Oak Ridge Police Department. The Volunteer Region is grateful for the assistance of everyone who contributed to the success of this national antique automobile event.
	Members of the Volunteer Region at the Awards Banquet

	CONTINUED
	Members of the Oak Ridge High School Jr. NROTC present the colors prior to Beth Harris's rendition of the National Anthem.
	Cars on the show field ranged in age from 25 years to 116 years old.
	AACA guests gather around a replica of "Little Boy," the world's first atomic bomb.
	MY START IN THE OLD CAR HOBBY
	I really cannot remember a time when I was not interested in old cars. My earliest memories are of my father’s 1956 Buick and then the 1959 Oldsmobile (pictured). My grandfather had a 1956 Studebaker President sedan, for which I also have fond memories. Nobody else in the family had an interest in antique vehicles – just me. I remember that after church on Sundays, I would bug my father into making the rounds of all the used car lots (especially the back rows) and/or a trip to White’s Junk Yard. I was always thrilled to find cars of the 40’s and early 50’s on the back rows – and I was always fascinated with those Cadillac sedans of the early and mid-fifties, which I referred to as the “fat ones.”
	A trip to White’s Junk Yard was the ultimate thrill, as there was quite the variety of vehicles – some going back to the 1930’s. Maxwell white, the proprietor, used to say that “Ricky” knew his inventory better than he did. In the middle of a virtual “sea” of vehicles was Max’s little one-room house with a wooden plank scale in front of it (for weighing the cars and other loads of metal). He also had a little shed down the path between vehicles that contained the metal cutter – I remember my father demonstrating its use one Sunday by cutting up a piece of stainless side trim into little 6-inch pieces. I now think back to how valuable those pristine trim items would be to fellow hobbyists today!
	Being in real estate, my father would always be bringing something home that he had taken in on a land trade. There was a ’49 Studebaker pickup, a 1954 Chevrolet Bel Air sedan, a 1959 Ford 9-passenger wagon, and a 1960 Desoto sedan (that was my favorite).  I, of course, remember visiting the Smoky Mountain Car Museum in Pigeon Forge in the early 60’s and also Bellm’s Cars and Music of Yesterday in Sarasota, FL. I still have the individual auto postcards I collected from both museums.
	About the time I was 9 years old, Jim Adams (the local Buick and Oldsmobile dealer) took in, as a partial trade-in, a 1923 Buick Touring car. It was 1964, and one afternoon my father and I were at the dealership, and Jim said, “Ricky, you want to ride in the Buick?” It probably took me less than 5 seconds to be in the seat, and off I went with Jim down Madison Avenue and around the McMinn County Courthouse and back out to the dealership. What a ride! This was my first ride in a “really” old car. Jim kept the Buick in his showroom until his death and the closing of the business. I later co-owned the car with an AACA friend.
	In 1969, the Glidden Tour passed through Athens, and their lunch stop was the campus of Tennessee Wesleyan College. I remember that day as clearly as if it were yesterday. Long-time ETR member Ray Campbell (who operated the Athens Dry Cleaners) had alerted me to the coming day, and I counted down the days until the tour came through. Knowing how I felt about old cars, my father came to Athens Jr. High and took me out of school so that I could be at the college when the cars began arriving. What a Dad! I was in heaven! Never before had I seen such cars – Pierce Arrow, Stutz, Cord – names I had only heard about – and some I had never heard of! This served to only fuel the fire further.


	Volunteer Region
	MY START IN THE OLD CAR HOBBY
	Until graduation from Tennessee Wesleyan College (now University) in 1978, all I could do was dream about and admire antique cars belonging to others. By 1982, I had enough money saved to buy a 1963 Lincoln Continental 4-door convertible that I saw at a Kruse Auction in Atlanta. I had ridden down with someone, and I drove the Lincoln back home (with working air conditioning). I had to keep the car in a mini-storage facility and finally agreed to sell the car after a couple of years to fellow AACA member Jerry Smith. After the Lincoln, I got into Corvettes with a 1964 and a 1968 model – a nice used model could still be bought in 1983 for $ 5,000 to $ 6,000! After the Corvette craze, I had the 1971 Lincoln Mark III craze with two examples of those. In 1984 I bought a 1949 23rd Series Packard that I was painting and re-chroming.
	Later that year, I bought a 1955 Cadillac Series 75 division window limousine by Derham. It was also in July of 1984 that I attended my first-ever Kaiser-Frazer National Convention in Pigeon Forge, TN. After that, I was never the same and owned multiple KF products over the next 40-plus years. I still have the 1954 Kaiser Darrin sports car that I bought in 1993. Other cars include an AACA Repeat DPC 1971 Mustang Convertible that Dawne and I got in 1996 and took on several AACA tours. And there is also Jordan’s 1929 Jordan convertible coupe and our 1998 Mercury Grand Marquis, which is an AACA Repeat Senior Original. Like everyone else, I wish I still had some of the cars I once owned and sold.
	Ricky in May 1960 with the 1959 Oldsmobile

	VOLUNTEER REGION AACA  BOARD MEETING MINUTES
	SHONEY’S IN POWELL, TN MAY 7, 2026
	OFFICERS
	BOARD
	GUESTS
	Sherry Lewallen Roger Frazee Jan Frazee Susan Thomas Rick Lay, National AACA Liason

	CALL TO ORDER
	Volunteer Region President, RG Lewallen, called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Officers, Board Members, and guests were present as listed above.

	MINUTES OF  PREVIOUS MEETING
	MONTHLY TOUR REPORT
	Ken Lund gave an update on the monthly tours. The April tour to Granville, TN was a great event. Thanks to Brad and Beth Harris for hosting. The May event was to the museums in Oak Ridge. We had 25 members who toured the Oak Ridge History Museum, had lunch at Big Ed’s Pizza, and then toured the K-25 History Center. Thanks to Robbie and Beverly Gray for hosting this tour.   The tour for June 11-13 will be the Volunteer Region Southeastern Fall Nationals in Oak Ridge, TN.
	The tour for July will be hosted by Brad and Beth Harris on July 18. The group will meet at Kroger’s in Oak Ridge and travel to Dayton, TN for the Scopes Monkey Trial. Ken stated he will send out a notice for those in our region who are interested in attending Autos through the Ages on the same date.


	MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED
	Ken mentioned he had been contacted by the Villages at Farragut Senior Living Facility to see if we could bring our cars and participate in a celebration in conjunction with Father’s Day on Thursday, June 18. After a discussion, Tom Howard made a motion to add this event, and Herb Thomas seconded the motion. None opposed, and the motion carried. Ken will send a notice to our membership. Roger stated he would also post the event on the webpage.

	TREASURER’S REPORT
	Treasurer, Tom Howard, presented the current financial report. A copy of the financial report was given to each member present and is also on file. A motion was made by Ben Curtis to accept the treasurer's report as presented. Herb Thomas seconded this motion. None opposed. The motion carried.

	WEBMASTER REPORT
	Roger Frazee gave a report on the webpage. He stated he has added a couple extra items to the webpage. There is now a section with newsletter archives. Also added is a section for each activity the region has done, with one picture and a paragraph describing the event.
	For the upcoming Southeastern Fall Nationals, there will be a QR Code in the tour book that can be scanned for updates of any changes that are weather-related. The participants could scan the code and see immediate weather conditions. In the event of venue changes or relocation of the Ice Cream Social, it would be easily accessible.

	SOCIAL MEDIA AND NEWSLETTER UPDATE
	NATIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORT
	Rick Lay gave an update on national events. He stated there have been a lot of activities so far in the National AACA. He and his family attended the Nationals in Puerto Rico. Next, they traveled to Las Vegas for a dual meet with a Nationals and Grand Nationals back-to-back on Friday and Saturday. Next up is a meet in May in Indiana, Pennsylvania, for the Spring Nationals, where there will be 275 vehicles. Coming up in June will be our own Southeastern Fall Nationals June 11-13.


	MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED
	SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL FALL MEET UPDATE
	Roger Frazee reported that registrations continue to come in, with 87 vehicles registered to date. He is continuing to work on a rain contingency plan. He stated that financially we are in good shape and everything seems to be going fine. Tom Howard reported there are 17 states represented so far coming to the meet. He also mentioned he has 6 more registrations to process.
	Roger mentioned the Smoky Mountain Service Dogs, a non-profit organization that provides custom-trained mobility assistance dogs to severely wounded veterans and first responders at no cost, will be providing a presentation on Friday night after the Ice Cream Social. Ken Lund made a motion to give a donation to the group from the Volunteer Region general treasury. Tom Howard seconded and none opposed. Herb Thomas made a motion to give the organization $200. Ben Curtis seconded the motion and the motion carried.
	RG expressed appreciation to Roger, Jan, Tom, and Rick for all their work on the meet.

	NEW BUSINESS
	RG stated that our region is starting to accumulate items i.e., radios, road signs, banners, etc. Kenny Widener has agreed to allow us to keep all items in his warehouse on Clinton Highway at no charge. Ben Curtis made a motion to keep items at the warehouse; Herb Thomas seconded, none opposed.
	RG mentioned the idea of having a Volunteer Region celebration after the Fall meet in Oak Ridge to show our appreciation for everyone’s hard work. Rick Lay suggested also inviting those within a 50-mile radius who show their vehicle on Saturday. It was also suggested that we should invite dignitaries from Oak Ridge who helped us with the meet. Herb Thomas made a motion to proceed with plans for the celebration not to exceed $21 per person. Ben Curtis seconded, and the motion carried.

	NEXT BOARD MEETING
	The next board meeting will be Thursday, July 2, 2026, at Shoney’s in Lenoir City, TN, at 6:30 pm.

	ADJOURN
	A motion was made to adjourn the Board Meeting at 8:00 pm by Ben Curtis. Tom Howard seconded the motion. None opposed. The motion carried.

	2026 AACA NATIONAL ACTIVITIES

